
These are the Notes for episode 13 – “Jews and the Romanian Cultural Avantgarde”, of the 
“History of the Romanian Jews” podcast. 
 
A Portrait of Tristan Tzara and Marcel Janco (first and third from the left): 
 

   
 
The Chemarea circle in 1915. From left: Tzara, M. H. Maxy, Ion Vinea, and Jacques G. Costin: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Benjamin Fontaine by Man Ray: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Marcel Janco, Portrait of Tristan Tzara, 1919, mixed media 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Avant-garde magazines: 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Tzara's grave in the Cimetière du Montparnasse: 
 

 
 
Benjamin Fondane’s house in Paris: 
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Zone B
8. Housing in Trinit[\ii Alley 
25-29 Maximilian Popper Street 
(Maior Zenovie and Vame§ul Raco\eanu Streets)
In 1922 Herman Iancu, Marcel Iancu’s father, opened an alley in the old Trinit[\ii Street. Marcel Iancu built
the first modernist house in Bucharest there in 1926, while the remaining part of the allotment was
approved 8 years later. The Iancu brothers designed 13 buildings on this land. These are set back from the
street line and include an apartment at each level. Parts of these buildings have been demolished and
other sections restored.

Herman Iancu Building - 1926 
55 Maximilian Popper Street
Built for the architect’s father, this building’s design is
unusual for two reasons. Its alignment was determined by
a town hall regulation facilitating the opening of a new
street, and it must also be attached to an existing
structure. Marcel Iancu lived in one of the apartments until
1931, when he moved out to Caimatei Street. Marcel
Iancu's studio occupied the top floor of the building, which
was smaller in plan than those below, and does not appear
in the construction authorization.
The house is remarkable for its artistic qualities, the
architect having exercised great freedom in a house he
designed for himself. This aesthetic experiment recalls a
plaster relief he created in Zürich, after 1917. The most
spectacular feature of the building was the colourism of its façade. The aesthetic qualities expressed in this
building, known as the first example of modern architecture in Romania, are not typical of later
development of Modernism in Bucharest. Its polychrome façade and its exceptional shape would have
been a confronting sight to the inhabitants of this quiet area, situated near Hala Traian. This building
represents an important phase of Iancu’s architecture, when his artistic interests were more noticeable. 

9. Jacques Costin Building - 1933 
5 Paleologu Street
The building was commisioned by Iancu’s brother in law,
Jacques Costin. The lawyer Jacques Costin was a fervent
member of the Contimporanul group. He also wrote avant-gard
texts like Exercise for the right hand and Don Quijote, illustrated
by Marcel Iancu and Mili\a P[tra§cu.
The building to the right is also designed by Iancu. It seems that
the building to the left was built by Iancu as well, though no
evidence for this has yet been discovered. Iancu lived with his
family on the first floor of the building and his studio was
located on the ground floor. According to some of his
contemporaries’ reminiscences, the walls of his flat were
covered with frescoes and the furniture was designed by Iancu
himself. Finally, the façade looks entirely different from the one
submitted for the authorization permit.
This address is mentioned as the administration office of
Contimporanul and also in building permits for the houses built
by Iancu after 1934.

10. Clara Iancu Building - 1931
20 Caimatei Street
Published in Contimporanul no. 102/1923
The building, constructed for Marcel Iancu’s wife Clara, was
financed by the architect himself, and from 1931 the Iancu family
lived there. The Iancu brothers’ Bureau for Modern Studies was
probably located on the top floor. There is one flat on each floor.
On the ground floor - slightly sunken - there were garages and
service rooms. Iancu was very interested in dynamic and sculptural
façades, as in Villa Fuchs.

11. Frida Cohen Building - 1935
17 Stelea Sp[tarul Street
This is the tallest building designed by Iancu and it
conforms stylistically to the general direction followed by
Bucharest modernism.
It is composed of two units, each with its own main
staircase. All current floors of each unit contain two flats
and a studio flat. The façade overlooking the plaza is
concave and narrow, the lateral façade being more planar;
the particular aesthetic interest of this work resides in the
effect of its applied profile.

12. Paul Ilu\[ villa with laboratory -
1931–1935
23 Olari Street
One-family house, ground floor and two upper floors
Laboratory - ground floor and two upper floors
The villa and its furniture were designed for one of
Iancu’s relatives, the pharmacist Paul Ilu\[. The
laboratory for pharmaceutical products was built in
1935. The house has been well preserved with no
alterations, which is so rare among Iancu’s constructions.

13. Poldi Chapier Building - 1935
16A Dimitrie Onciu Street
Built in the same residential area as the Chapier house, the building
was obviously a real estate investment. Its aesthetics are not
particularly expressive, the architect merely following a stylistic
formula that conformed to the general direction of late 30’s
Bucharest modernism. It’s interesting that the executed façade is
different from the design submitted for the building permit.

14. Poldi Chapier House - 1929
4 General Ip[tescu Alley
Published in Contimporanul, no. 93-94-95, 1930
The house was built for Iancu’s friend, the lawyer Poldi Chapier, a former
high school colleague and member of the Simbolul group (1912).

15. Building of unidentified owner - (probably 1935)

3 Pictor ±tefan Luchian Street 
This was one of Iancu’s largest projects of this kind, a luxurious
tenement house. The entrance is marked by an inconspicuous
vertical register with small balconies and a base-relief by Mili\a
P[tra§cu.
The building needs structural consolidation and has been
considered exposed to a high degree of seismic risk. 

16. Alexandrescu Building - 1935 
179 Traian Street
Marcel Iancu was probably commissioned by Mircea Eliade (a very famous
historian of religions) to design this house for his sister, Mrs. Alexandrescu.
Built in the old center of Bucharest, the building has one apartment on
each floor.

17. Jean Juster Villa - 1931
75 Silvestru Street
This villa was built for Jean Juster, a banker, in the central area of
Bucharest and was a very luxurious dwelling. Iancu placed the main
staircase within the façade, by employing a protruding cylindrical
volume that plays an essential role in its composition. The initial
formula had a canopy, demolished in 1977 after the earthquake.

18. Solly Gold Building - 1934
34 Hristo Botev Street
Built in 1934, this is a small, luxurious tenement house with
four flats of different sizes. The plan of the tenement is an
irregular pentagon with three of its façades aligned to the
streets; the flats are placed around the main central
staircase.It is probably one of the most spectacular buildings
designed by Marcel Iancu.

Zone A
1. Maria Lambru Villa - 1928
5 Popa Savu Street
Published in Contimporanul, no. 79, 1929 
This is the first villa built by Iancu in the new North residential
area of Bucharest.

2. Bazaltin Building - 1935
2 Charles de Gaulle Square
Company headquarters and block of flats, ground floor
and 7 upper floors. 
Built for the Bazaltin Company (which specialized in
bridge and road construction) this is counted among
Iancu’s rare projects, as it goes beyond residential
architecture. The building, which is altered today,
comprised three main functional areas: the headquarters
of the company, a luxurious apartment stretching over
several floors on the right side, and a tenement building
with two studio flats and two flats on each floor on the 
left side.

3. Paul Wexler Villa - 1931
36 Grigore Mora Street
Published in Contimporanul, no.102, 1932, and in Alberto Sartoris
(Gli elementi dell’architettura razionale, Milano, 1932)
Paul Wexler Villa was built for a rich family in the new residential
district in the north area of the city. It has a functional interior
space distribution with communicating living spaces and a big
garden terrace and some additional rooms on the top floor. 
Significantly, Iancu himself chose this dwelling to be published in
a work dealing with modern architecture, a major European
reference book on architecture.

4. Florica Reich Villa - 1936
39 Grigore Mora Street
Published in Alberto Sartoris (Gli elementi dell’architettura
razionale, Milano, 1937)
The villa belonged to the Reich family who were fur
merchants. Iancu’s interior design expressed his idea of
incorporating the applied arts in architecture.
Grigore Mora Art Gallery is now housed on the top floor 
of the building. 

5. Florica Chih[escu Villa - 1930
49 Kiseleff Highway
Published in Contimporanul, no. 96-98, 1931, and in Architecture
d’aujourd’hui, no. 5/1934
This building today holds the residence of the Ambassador of
Venezuela.
Built for the Chih[escu family, it is a modern interpretation of the
classical villa theme based on a central plan.
In front of the house there it was a sculpture by Mili\a P[tra§cu.

6. Hermina Hassner Villa - 1937
32 Pictor Iscovescu Street
This is one of the last projects that Iancu
designed in Romania. It was also realized
after the period in which he had designed
tenement houses. This house commission
and the banker Hassner’s generous budget,
allowed Iancu the freedom to experiment.
He also integrated paintings, sculptures and
cubist stained glass windows in the design.
Above the hall fireplace was located his
famous painting, Jardin du Luxembourg
(1928), while the front door was enlivened
by one of Mili\a P[tra§cu’s base-reliefs;
neither of these survive.

7. Emil P[tra§cu Villa - 1937
19 Pictor Ion Negulici Street
Dwelling and sculpture studio.
Located in the luxurious residential district of the city,
Emil P[tra§cu Villa is the last villa that Marcel Iancu
built in Bucharest.
The building comprises two flats and a sculpture
studio for his friend, the artist Mili\a P[tra§cu.
The most interesting part of this building is the
double-storey studio. The wall of the studio facing the
street is dominated by a huge metal-framed window,
which in the initial project continued along the side
façade. Mili\a P[tra§cu was an important avant-garde
artist. She was active in the Contimporanul group 
and participated in art exhibitions with Marcel Iancu.
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