
These are the Notes for episode 11 – “Romanian Jews in Israel”, of the “History of the 
Romanian Jews” podcast. 
 
Some well-known Israeli of Romanian Jewish ancestry: 

• Aaron Aaronsohn, agronomist, botanist and Zionist activist; discoverer of the wild 
precursor of domesticated wheat 

• Yigal Allon, politician and general 
• Mosko Alkalai, actor 
• Jean Ancel, author and historian specialized in the history of 20th-century Romanian 

Jewry 
• Aharon Appelfeld, novelist and Holocaust survivor 
• Moshe Arad, Israeli diplomat 
• Ted Arison, founder of Carnival Cruise Lines 
• Haim Aviv, molecular biologist 
• Élie Barnavi (b. 1946), historian and diplomat 
• Miki Berkovich (b. 1954), professional basketball player 
• Herman Berkovits (b. 1947), the personal physician of Benjamin Netanyahu 
• Steve Bond (b. 1953), Israeli-American television actor and model 
• Nancy Brandes (b. 1946), musician and comedian 
• Yigal Carmon (b. 1946), intelligence officer, counter-terrorism adviser, Middle East 

analyst 
• Adrian Dvir, computer scientist and author 
• Gilad Erdan (b. 1979), politician, member of the Knesset for Likud and the Minister of 

Public Security, Strategic Affairs and Minister of Information 
• Miriam Eshkol (1929–2016), wife of Israeli Prime Minister Levi Eshkol 
• Miriam Feirberg (b. 1951), mayor of Netanya 
• Benny Gantz (b. 1959), Army general and politician 
• Yael German (b. 1947), politician who currently serves as a member of the Knesset for 

Yesh Atid 
• Dan Goldstein (b. 1954), pioneer of the Israeli software industry 
• Amos Guttman (1954–1993), film director 
• Zvika Hadar (b. 1966), actor, comedian and television host 
• Esther Hayut (b. 1953), Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Israel 
• Gabriel Herman, professor specialized in ancient Greek social history 
• Marcel Janco (1895–1984), visual artist, architect and art theorist 
• Moshe Idel (b.1947), historian and philosopher of Jewish mysticism 
• Yisrael Katz (b. 1955), Likud politician 
• Yair Lapid (b. 1963), journalist and politician, former Prime Minister of Israel (July-

December 2022) 
• Adi Lev (1953–2006), actress 
• Yonit Levi (b. 1977), television presenter and journalist 
• Gita Luka (1921–2001), actress, singer and entertainer 



• Sarah Marom-Shalev (b. 1934), politician 
• Moshe, Mordechai and Menachem Meir, brothers and businessmen who built 

the Shalom Meir Tower in Tel Aviv 
• Rina Mor (b. 1956), lawyer, writer and beauty queen who won Miss Universe 1976 
• Tali Moreno (b. 1981), news anchor and reporter 
• Michael Moshonov (b. 1986), actor, singer, musician and TV host 
• Meir Nitzan (b. 1931), politician, long-time mayor of Rishon Lezion 
• Eyal Ofer, Idan Ofer, Sammy Ofer and Yuli Ofer, real estate and shipping magnates 
• Keren Peles (b. 1979), singer-songwriter and pianist 
• Natalie Portman (b. 1981), actress, producer and director 
• Reuven Rubin (1893–1974), painter and diplomat 
• Leon Volovici (1938–2011), literary historian and historian, professor of Modern Jewry 
• Yisrael Zinger (b. 1948), politician and current mayor of Ramat Gan 

 
Holocaust survivors from Bălţi , Romania, in Israel: 
 

   



Bibliography: 
 

Author Title Year 
Published Language 

Dr. E Schwarzfeld The Jews of Romania 1901 English 
D. M. Hermalin The Romanian Jews in America 1901 English 
Radu D. Rosetti Romania and the Jews 1904 English 
Emil Dorian The Quality of Witness 1982 English 
Amelia Pavel Jewish Painters in Romania 1846-1948 1996 English & Romanian 
Harry Kuller Presa Evreiasca Bucurestiana 1857-1994 1996 Romanian 

Carol Iancu Jews in Romania 1866 - 1919: from Exclusion 
to Emancipation 1996 English 

Carol Inacu Les Juifs en Roumanie 1919 - 1938: De 
l'Emancipation a la Marginalisation 1996 French 

Harry Carasso Les Juifs en Roumanie   1997 French 
Mihail Sebastian Journal 1935-1944 2000 English 

Romanian Jewish 
Genealogy 

Rom-Sig News Winter 2000 2000 English 

Jennifer Mundy Surrealism - Desire Unbound 2001 English 

Robert Levy Ana Pauker, the Rise and Fall of A Jewish 
Communist 2001 English 

Douglas Frantz & 
Catherine Collins 

Death on the Black Sea 2003 English 

Leah Dickman Dada 2006 English 
Tom Sandquist Dada East 2006 English 
Boris Marian Dupa 4000 de Ani 2008 Romanian 
Andrei Oisteanu Inventing the Jew 2009 English 

Matatias Carp Le Livre Noir de la Destruction des Juifs de 
Roumanie 1940-1944 2009 French 

Anca Ciuciu Martori Tacuti. Strazi, Sinagogi  si Magazine 
din Bucuresti 2010 Romanian 

Adrian Majuru The Khazar Jews. Romanian History and 
Ethnography 2010 English 

Radu Stern & Edward 
von Voolen From Dada to Surrealism 2011 English & Dutch 

Andrei Oisteanu Imaginea Evreului in Cultura Romana 2012 Romanian 
Adrian Grauenfels Bucurestiul Evreiesc Disparut 2013 Romanian 



Marius Hentea The Real Life and Celestial Adventures of 
Tristan Tzara 2014 English 

Andreea Apostu 
Pe Urmele lui Marcel Iancu prin Cartierul 
Evreiesc 2015 Romanian 

Mihail Sebastian For Two Thousand Years 2017 English 
Albert Londres Wandering Jew Has Arrived 2017 English 
Musee D'Art 
Moderne de Paris 

Victor Brauner - Je suis le Reve, je suis 
l'Inspiration 2020 French 

Radu Ioanid The Ransom of the Jews 2021 English 

Andrew Hussey Speaking East - The Strange and Enchanted 
Life of Isidore Isou 2021 English 

Alexander Avram Historical Implications of Jewish Surnames in 
the Old Kingdom of Romania 2021 English 

Ovidiu Morar The Romanian Surrealism before the War 2021 English 
Tatiana Niculescu Singur - Viata lui Mihail Sebastian 2022 Romanian 
Camille Morando Victor Brauner - Inventions and Magic 2023 English & Romanian 

Irina-Teodora 
Nemteanu 

Constructing Jewish Spaces.  Exploring 
Traces in the 19th Century Moldova 2023 English 

 


